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the second toe, and keeps on pinching his feet until he has extracted a promise that the bridegroom will give his daughter, if one is born to him, in marriage to the son of his brother-in-law. The ring is put on the foot of the bride by her maternal uncle at the time of the marriage ceremony, after the wrist threads have been removed. In some places it is done by the mother-in-law or sister-in-law, before the tali is tied, behind a screen. Polygamy is not common among the Paraiyans, but Mr. Clayton has known a few instances in which a Paraiyan had two regularly married wives, each wearing a tali. But it is very common to find that a Paraiyan has, in addition to his formally married wife, another woman who occupies a recognised position in his household. The first wears the tali. The other woman does not, but is called the second wife. She cannot be dismissed without the sanction of the paracheri council. The man who maintains her is called her husband, and her children are recognised as part of his family. Mr. Clayton believes that a second wife is usually taken only when the more formally married wife has no children, or
y                    when an additional worker is wanted in the house, or to
help in the daily work.    Thus a horsekeeper will often
!                     have two wives, one to prepare his meals and boil the
gram for the horse, the other to go out day by day to collect grass for the horse. The Tamil proverb "The experience of a man with two wives is anguish " applies to all these double unions. There are constant quarrels
^>                   between the   two   women,  and   the  man is   generally
involved, often to his own great inconvenience. It is quite common for a Paraiyan to marry his deceased wife's sister, if she is not already married.
A Paraiya woman usually goes to her mother's house a month or two before she expects the birth of her first